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An exploration on learning needs of Obstetric Nursing among undergraduate students

AiMei Mao

[Abstract] Objectives: To explore the learning needs of Obstetric Nursing among undergraduate students for course teaching. Methods: This was
a qualitative research design. A questionnaire containing open-ended questions was used among Year 2 undergraduate students for two consecutive
years in a nursing college of Macau. The students were asked to write down their answers to the open-ended questions. Content analysis was used
in data analysis. Results: Totally 125 students participated in the study. Four themes emerged, which included: the accurate information relating to
different stages of pregnancy, support from others, the early and late stages of pregnancy, the comprehensive knowledge on healthcare involved in the
whole pregnancy time. Each of the four themes contained several sub-themes and a range of codes. The codes and themes reflected various learning
needs of the students, covering the wholehealthcare in pregnancyt time, laboring time, and postpartum time period. Students also emphasized the
desire to receive accurate information from various sources. Only Aa small number of students expressed that they would not seek health providers'
help if they were pregnant but whereas most of them hoped needed help and support from family members, particularly husbands. They regarded
the first three months and the last month of pregnancy as the most vulnerable time for the pregnant women. Conclusion: Students were interested in
gaining a range of knowledge and skills related to Obstetric care, demonstrating a holistic nursing perspective. Compared with lay people, nursing
students showed interests in specific knowledge in Obstetric care and hold different attitudes towards healthcare providers. The study findings will be
useful in developing teaching content and methods for the course of Obstetric Nursing.
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